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Dear Friends,

The Legislature completed the scheduled 60-day session March 11.
It was my 10

th
 session serving you in Olympia as your state representa-

tive. The session was fast-paced and we worked hard to tackle important
issues facing Washington families.

 Although this wasn’t a budget year, the Legislature worked hard to
adopt a supplemental budget which funds important public services –
without raising your taxes. In addition, we worked to adopt important
policy bills aimed at restoring our state’s economy, putting people back
to work, and restoring public trust in government.

This newsletter highlights many of the session’s successes, as well
as issues that will need the Legislature’s attention next year.

Please take a few minutes to review my newsletter, and if you have
questions or concerns, please give me a call. I’m always glad to hear
from you, and welcome your thoughts and ideas.

Thank you for the honor and privilege of serving as your state
representative.

Sincerely,

Marc Boldt
State Representative
17

th
 Legislative District

2004 Legislative Mailing Restrictions
Due to election year mailing restrictions, my ability to communicate

with the people I represent is severely limited. Thankfully, I am allowed to
respond to ALL specific, written requests from the citizens of the 17

th

District. If you would like any information please send a letter or E-mail to
my office regarding your interest.

For more information about the issues I’m working on in Olympia,
visit my website at:
http://hrc.leg.wa.gov/members/boldt.htm

Building Washington’s Economy
I worked to extend the benefits the Legislature

extended to the Boeing Company last session to all
businesses in Washington.  Although we weren’t
able to grant every tax incentive Boeing received, we
were able to preserve several important tax credits
and deferrals for employers that generate jobs in
rural areas but were scheduled to expire this year.

Some 560 companies are using these tax incen-
tives, and business leaders believe them important for our state to be competi-
tive in attracting high-demand, high-paying jobs. The extension of these tax
incentives will help to diversify and strengthen our state’s job pool.
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17th District office
is now open!
Stop by and say hello at:
11311 SE Grace, Suite 203
Battle Ground, WA  98604
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Building a supplemental budget
for better times

One of my top priorities this session was to hold the line
on new taxes and spending. I’m pleased that we were able to
accomplish that goal. During the 2004 session we made minor
changes to the state budgets to compensate for changes in school
enrollment, prison populations, state-paid health care services
and other necessary costs.

Whenever we deliberate the state’s budget I always keep in
mind that every decision I make in Olympia affects the families I
represent back home. Which is why, despite ongoing budget
pressures, I stood my ground against increasing taxes and spend-
ing. Families have had to make hard decisions in these tough
economic times, and I believe government should do the same.
The Legislature needs to focus on budgeting wisely to lead Wash-
ington back to better economic times. That means holding the
line on spending and being responsible with our reserves. As the
lead Republican on the House Children and Family Services
Committee, I was pleased we were able to adopt the 2004 supple-
mental budget, which funds caseload increases, some new policy
items and important social service programs without increasing
taxes.

Protecting children from sex offenders
One of the House Republi-

can Caucus’ highest priorities
and its largest victory this
session was to protect the
public by putting our state’s
worst sex offenders behind
bars.  The American dream of
having a well paying job and
owning a home means very
little if you don’t feel safe in
your own neighborhood.

I co-sponsored House Bill 2400, which toughens the law
against child molesters and provides major revisions to the state’s
Special Sex Offender Sentencing Alternative law (SSOSA), which
in the past has allowed offenders to serve only up to six months
in jail and then enter state-supervised treatment in the commu-
nity. Although the bill was signed into law the battle isn’t over.
We must continue to find ways to protect our communities as
well as prevent young men and women from becoming offenders.

Keeping our communities safe
Legislation to certify bounty hunters and require them to

notify local law enforcement before making a planned forced
entry to capture a fugitive was signed into law. I co-sponsored
House Bill 2313 after receiving several complaints regarding bail-
bond recovery agents inappropriately using force, and issues of
mistaken identity.  Bounty hunters, or bail bond agents as they
are sometimes called, provide a valuable service in recovering
bail skips at no cost to taxpayers.

Unfortunately there been several incidents where bounty
hunters have acted inappropriately. This bill should help prevent
future problems by creating improved training and a better sys-
tem of identifying those individuals who may not be well-suited
for the job. HB 2313 requires bail-bond recovery agents to be at
least 21 years old, have knowledge of the law, receive firearm
training and certification, and pass a background check.  These
changes will tighten up our system and rein in rogue bounty
hunters.

Improvements made to the WASL
Students graduating be-

ginning with the class of 2008
must pass the WASL, the Wash-
ington Assessment of Student
Learning.  When we began the
session students only had one
chance to take the test (during
the spring of their tenth grade
year.) The stakes and also the
failing rates have been pretty
high.

House Bill 2195, which
was passed into law, will allow
students as many as five
chances to pass the 10th grade
Washington Assessment of
Student Learning. The bill provides up to four retakes and directs
the Superintendent of Public Instruction to devise alternatives
for students who fail the exam. The legislature also authorized
alternative testing for those who don't do well on paper tests.
Every student will now know they will be able to graduate once
they meet the standard.

Reinstating foster parents' bill of rights
In 2001 I sponsored legislation to ensure foster parents are

free of coercion, discrimination, and reprisal in serving foster
children. It’s critical for foster parents to be able to voice their
grievances about treatment furnished or not furnished to the
foster child. The bill was passed by the Legislature and signed
into law.

The governor, however, vetoed critical sections that specifi-
cally stated foster parents cannot be intimidated or retaliated
against by DSHS workers when serving foster children. We des-
perately need foster parents and it’s very difficult to recruit quali-
fied, caring people if we can’t ensure they will be treated with
respect.

This session I sponsored House Bill 2988, which replaced
the language Gov. Locke vetoed in 2001, to show foster parents
that we value their commitment to children and are willing to
stand up for their rights.  The bill was unanimously passed
through the Legislature and has now finally been signed by the
governor.
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